


































































supply of fresh and salt water. During high flows, fresh water could be impounded to promote the
growth of desirable freshwater species such as smartweeds and wild millet. At low flows and with
an incoming tide, salt water was used to control undesirable freshwater plants such as cattails and
cut grass.

The once .9pen fields used for planting rice which were not managed slowly converted to
permanently vegetated marsh. Frequently the only telling sign of previous rice cultivation is the
regularly laid out causeways (or dikes), canals cutting through the marsh, and still operable trunks
to control water levels. Studies show that as the rice fields slowly changed, the plants which
colonized the old fields did so by elevation zones - - in brackish waters smooth cordgrass would
dominate the lower elevations, while giant cordgrass and black needlerush dominated the higher
elevations. This new marsh type, in fact, was very similar to marshes that had never been
impounded.

Today, at Tea Farm, the goal is not to allow the rice fields to return to marsh but rather to
continue managing the impoundments as a refuge for waterfowl and other wildlife. The primary
goal is to provide an optimum interspersion of open water and cover with a maximum quantity of
high quality foods. This first involves determining whether the impoundments should be managed
as brackish water or fresh water, since each type requires different management techniques.
Currently, the impoundments are characterized by brackish water which has a salinity level of
about 8 ppt., although this can be adjusted through the control of the Caw Caw Swamp runoff.

Management of brackish water impoundments will encourage such waterfowl food plants
as widgeongrass, salt-marsh bulrush, and dwarf spikerush. While initially it is often helpful to
drain the impoundment and then slowly allow it to refill, keeping the rice fields dry will
encourage the growth of unwanted species such as smooth cordgrass - - a plant that is not
attractive to wildlife. Likewise, allowing the water level to fluctuate will also discourage
beneficial plants. Even the presence of a large fish population can be undesirable since the fish
increase turbidity which encourages heavy blooms of blue-green algae that choke out many useful
submerged aquatic plants. Fish can also severely damage the young plants by uprooting or eating
them.

A number of studies on the management of the Tea Farm rice fields are ongoing, but it is
clear that this is a complex undertaking. The changes in the plant populations or the appearance of
the fields will occur slowly and may be difficult to spot from visit to visit. But slowly the marshes
of the Caw Caw, once gold with Carolina rice, will be covered with a wide range of migratory
water fowl.

Additional Sources

Carman, Harry J.
1939 American Husbandry. Reprinted. Columbia University Press, New York. Originally

published 1775, London.

Clowse, Converse D.
1971 Economic Beginnings in Colonial South Carolina, 1670-1730. University of South

Carolina Press, Columbia.

Coclanis, Peter A.
1989 The Shadow of a Dream: Economic Life and Death in the South Carolina Low

Country, 1670-1920. Oxford University Press, New York.
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Getting Lesson Instructional
Started Objectives Approach

A. The student will be introduced to the
cultivation of rice.

Time Needed
• 1 - 2 hours for tour of Tea Farm

• Two 45-55 minute class
periods (teacher may choose to
expand time spent in class or
tour)

Lesson Materials

Provided by Tea Farm:
• Guided or self-guided tour of Tea Farm

First Session - Exploration
tour o/Tea Farm Whole Class

(visiting site
& discussion)

B. The student will be exposed to
the ways the natural landscape
had to be changed and
manipulated in order to cultivate
nce.

• Tea Farm Curricula Plan, including
lesson plans and activity sheets for
teachers to use on site and in
classroom. C. The student will understand how the

heritage and history of South
Carolina has been affected by the
cultivation of rice.

D. The student will understand the
importance of the old rice fields
in today's ecology.

Remaining Class Sessions
conducted by teacher

E. The student will explore how altering
the natural landscape in the past
may encourage the growth or
protection of plant and animal
species today.

Development
Whole Class
(discussion)

Application
Whole Class
(discussion

&/or

writing project)

~ Circle" Questions
(Questions which help relate the past to the lives of students today)

1. Did you recognize any of the plants (or animals) discussed at Tea Farm Park?

2. Would any of these plants (or animals) grow (or live) in your neighborhood? Why or why not?

Chicora foundation, Inc. Lesson Plan: Rice Production
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Lesson

Procedures

1. The tour of Tea Farm will illustrate the various aspects of rice production, from seedlings to maturation
and harvesting; the tour will also explain the seasonality and environmental requirements-of the 
rice plant.

2. The tour will explain how the landscape was altered by the building of ditches and dikes and how water
levels were manipulated through the use of rice gates.

3. The tour will explain the different responsibilities of slaves in the cultivation of rice.

4. Encourage students to discuss the use of slavery in South Carolina rice production. Is rice produced in
South Carolina today? Why or why not?

5. Encourage the students to identify varieties of plants (giant cordgrass, cattail) and animals (wood stork,
white ibis) using the old rice fields today. Encourage discussion of natural South Carolina habitats
which may support these plants and animals.

6. The teacher will assign students to research the availability/importance/protection of certain plant and
animal species in the marsh areas of South Carolina/Southern Atlantic states.

~C· I" Q fJrceues lOnS (continued)

3. How would your neighborhood have to change in order to grow these plants or protect these
animals?

4. How would your neighborhood be affected if any of these plants or animals become extinct?

Chicora Foundation. Inc. Lesson Plan: Rice Production
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Historic Quotes

Rice was a labor intensive crop, requiring skill, ingenuity, and wealth. Slaves performed
the tasks which made their owners wealthy:

the first business is to drain the swamp, in which work they have no particular
methods deserving notice, or which are unknown in England. The moment they
have got the water off they attack the trees, which in some swamps are very
numerous; these they cut down at the root, leaving the stumps in the earth ....
However they do not wait for the ground being cleared of them, but proceed to
plant their rice among the stumps. In March, April, and May they plant; the
negroes draw furrows eighteenth inches asunder, and about three inches deep, in
which the seeds are sown; a peck is sufficient for an acre of land: as soon as
planted they let in the water to a certain depth, which is, during the season of its
growth, repeated,and drawn off several times; but most of the growth is while the
water is eight, nine, or ten inches deep on the land. The great object of the culture
is to keep the land clean from weeds, which is absolutely necessary, and the worst
weed is grass .... This is the only object till it is reaped, which is usually about
the latter end of August or beginning of September. Like wheat in England, they
prefer cutting it while the straw is a little green, leaving it on the stubble to dry
and wither two or three days in case the weather is favorable: after which they lay
it up in barns or stacks ....

The next operation ... is the threshing of it, after which it is winnowed, which
was formerly a very tedious operation, but now much accelerated by the use of a
windfan. When winnowed it is ground, to free the rice from the husk; this is
winnowed again, and put into a mortar large enough to hold half a bushel, in
which it is beat with a pestle by negroes, to free it from its thick skin; this is a
very laborious work. In order to free it from the flour and dust made by the
pounding, it is sifted; and again through another sieve, called a market sieve,
which separates the broken and small rice, after which it is put up in barrels, and
is ready for market.

The reader must observe upon this account that the cultivation of it is dreadful: for
if a work could be imagined peculiarly unwholesome and even fatal to health, it
must be that of standing like the negroes, ankle and even mid-leg deep in water
which floats an OUZY mud, and exposed all the while to a burning sun which makes
the air they breathe hotter than the human blood; these poor wretches are then in a
furness of stinking putrid effluvia .... We are told indeed that South Carolina
breeds more negroes than she destroys, which is certainly a fact, as appears by the
annual exportation of a few; but then let it not be imagined that it is in these
properly denominated dismals (Carman 1939:275 -279).

Rice cultivation among the Africans in the area of Guinea - Conakry was described by a
slave-ship Captain at the end of the eighteenth century:

The Bagos are very expert in Cultivating rice and in quite a Different manner to
any of the Nations on the Windward Coast. They country they inhabit is chiefly
loam and swampy. The rice they first sew on their dunghills and rising spots about
their towns; when 8 or 10 Inches high [they] transplant it into Lugars made for that
purpose which are flat low swamps, at one side ... they have a reservoir that they
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can let in what water they pleasse, [on the] other side ... is a drain out so they can
let off what they please. The Instrument they use much resembles a Turf spade
with which they turn the grass under in ridges just above the water which by being
confined Stagnates and nourishes the root of the plant. Women & Girls transplant
the rice and are so dexterous as to plant fifty roots in one minute. When the rice is
ready for cultivating they turn the water off till their Harvest is over then they let
the Water over it and it stands three or four Seasons it being so impoverished.
Their time of planting is in Sept (quoted in Littlefield, p. 93).
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THE GROWTH OF RICE FIELDS

There are many steps In the development of a rice plantation. Some of these steps are

illustrated below.

Put each drawing in order by giving it a number, 1 through 6.

f-~"'::"----..-- ..---

Activity Sheet # 5
46



OLD RICE FIELDS WORD SEARCH

Find these plants and animals that use the old Tea Fann Park rice fields in this puzzle. The hidden
words are spelled from left to right and top to bottom. Circle the words as you find them.

bald eagle
bulrush
cordgrass
duckweed

kingbird
pennywort
snowy egret
white ibis

wild rice
wild millet
wood duck
wood stork

A G N B P E N N Y W 0 R T

R C W 0 0 D S T 0 R K D H

W W L D M L L E T B E

0 E L W H A T B Q" y U C

0 D D A T E A F A R M L 0

D J R B L H M C L A 0 R R

D K N G B R D C L U D

U F C L E N D E E K L S G

C U E J F P T A B M H R

K N S N 0 W Y E G R E T A

E R S L 0 0 K P L A R V S

K V A G W H T E B S

0 D U C K W E E D T 0 B X

Tea Farm Activity Sheet # 6
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ECONOMICS AFfER THE CIVIL WAR

Goal and Overview

The goal of this lesson is to help the student better understand how the economy of South
Carolina changed after the Civil War and how alternative crops and ventures were developed to
replace the previous dependence on rice cultivation in the Tea Farm area.

This lesson correlates with Huff's The History of South Carolina in the Building of the
Nation, Chapter 22, "Life and Work in the Postbellum Years."

Once freed, many African Americans were reluctant to take up the agricultural pursuits so
strongly associated with slavery. While southern propaganda tried to make the freedmen appear
lazy and shiftless, in truth they were more interested in owning their own land and pursuing their
own way than in continuing to work as laborers for their previous owners. Unfortunately,
relatively few freedmen were able to acquire land, and many were forced to continue working in
near-slavery conditions to support themselves and their families. Few African Americans,
however, were interested in rice cultivation. Cotton, a major cash crop during the Antebellum
period, continued to be very important in the Charleston area. New economic opportunities were
explored, such as phosphate mining. In addition, several planters formed corporations to engage in
tea cultivation - - a practice that later received government support. This lesson plan explores tea
production and the brief impact it had on South Carolina's history.

The Postbellum History of Tea Farm

The late antebellum purchaser of Stanyarne Hall (see the lesson plan entitled" Plantation
Life" for more background on the history of the Tea Farm tract), Edward C. Perroneau, placed a
second mortgage against the property with E.H. Frost shortly after the end of the Civil War (South
Carolina Historical Society 28/336/3). Like many other Southern plantation owners, it is likely
that Perroneau was attempting to raise sufficient capital to once again begin planting his property,
Stanyarne Hall. Most planters took this approach since agriculture was their only livelihood, and
they were attempting to raise needed cash through agricultural activities.

Also, like many other planters, Perroneau was unable to repay the mortgage to Frost and
in 1873 was sued for foreclosure. The complaint revealed that there were additional mortgages on
the property, besides that of Frost, and that at least one other individual had already received a
judgement against Perroneau. The court ordered the sale of the property in 1873 (South Carolina
Historical Society 28/336/3).

The property was sold by J.K. Terry, the sheriff, to Edward B. Fishbane on January 28,
1874 (South Carolina Historical Society 28/336/3) who, in turn, sold the property to T.D. Jervey
in February 1882 (Charleston County RMC DB 0, p. 627).

Perhaps relating to this sale, a plat was prepared in 1882 showing a number of the tracts in
the area (Charleston County RMC, McCrady Plat 832), including what is by this time called Holly
Grove, but which represents the old Stanyarne and Laurel Hill plantations (as well as additional
tracts also originally held by Stanyarne). Although this plat (Figure 1) shows no structures on
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Figure 1. 1882 plat of Stanyarne Hall and Laurel Hill, now called Holly Grove.

area, note "Tea Farm Avenue," field, and structures on the
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Holly Grove, it does indicate a "church lot" bordering the Jacksonboro Road.

The property remained in the Jervey family until it was sold to the American Tea Growing
Company in 1901 (Colleton County RMC DB 21, p. 10).

The American Tea Growing Company was chartered on February 13, 1901, during a
period when there was much experimentation in growing tea in the Lowcountry. Although it is
possible to establish a rather sketchy history of tea production in South Carolina (discussed
below), this particular company operated for about 13 years, leaving very little evidence of its
acti vities.

One author has suggested that the company received its impetus from the Pinehurst Tea
Farm in Summerville. One of the officers, Rosewell D. Trimble, of the American Tea Company
was apparently stationed at Camp Marion, in Summerville, during the Spanish-American War.
During that time he became familiar with tea production and after the war returned to the
Summerville area. Trimble enlisted the financial support of fellow veteran Augustus C. Tyler and
purchased the old Stanyarne plantation. The first tea plants were apparently planted in 1903, and
the first crop was harvested in 1906. A report by the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 1906
briefly mentioned the American Tea Growing Company, noting that the government was
cooperating on experiments with the company and although "its plantations have not been
completely plucked ... the indications are distinctly favorable" (True 1906:329).

Locally, the American Tea Growing Company made enough of an impression that the post
office and railroad stop at Rantowles were briefly named "Tea" for the company. Unfortunately,
this early success was short-lived. In 1907 a petition in the office of the Clerk of Court of
Colleton County was filed by the creditors of the company (including a former officer and
stockholder, Rosewell D. Trimble), asking that a receiver be appointed to protect their
investments. The petition claimed that F.O. Tyler had replaced Trimble as Manager and that Tyler
owned a majority of the company's stock, primarily through his father, Augustus C. Tyler, and
mother, Cornelia'Tyler. The petition went on to state that Tyler had no experience in the business,
was incompetent to run the operation, and failed to exercise due diligence in managing the
plantation.

In 1914 the American Tea Growing Company sold the property (by this time encompassing
5442.56 acres, including Stanyarne's original 1182 acres). After several years of different owners,
the tract was acquired by McLeod & Son for timber harvesting, and a new plat, dated 1934, was
produced (Charleston County PB F, p. 58).

The main tract shown on this plat (Figure 2) is "Tea Farm," apparently the nucleus of the
earlier American Tea Growing Company operations. By 1934 the only real remaining evidence of
this enterprise is "Tea Farm Avenue," a series of six structures on the eastern edge of the tract,
and a seven acre field. All of these structures and the "Tea Farm Avenue" are just outside the
boundaries of present day Tea Farm Park, although the 7 acre field is within the park, as are some
remaining tea plants.

Immediately after the 1937 sale, McLeod & Son drew up a document stipulating how the
tract would be divided, providing that Lionel K. Legge would receive 4/14ths of the property,
based on his financial contribution to the purchase price (Charleston County RMC DB K-39, p.
711). In 1940 Lionel K. Legge took possession of his share, consisting of the 1119.04 acre Tea
Farm tract, shown as Tract 1 on Figure 1).

The 1920 and 1944 Ravenels topographic sheets (Figure 3) reveal little activity on the
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parcel. The structures originally constructed by the American Tea Growing Company about 1901
continue to be shown and, interestingly, the area of Hugh Rutledge's plantation in the late
eighteenth century is shown as the "Tyler Tea Farm." This may be a dated reference to the
American Tea Growing Company (since the major stockholders were Tyler and his family).
Alternatively, it may be that Tyler continued his efforts in tea production after the demise of the
American Tea Growing Company.

In 1950 Legge sold his tract to Robert L. McLeod, Jr. of Missouri (Charleston County
RMC DB 0-51, p. 399). In 1972 McLeod sold the tract to Donald T. Rutledge (Charleston County
RMC DB L-100, p. 186), who held the tract until its 1985 sale to the Charleston County Park and
Recreation District (Charleston County RMC DB B-147, p. 632).

The History of Tea
•

Tea has a very long history. It was known in ancient China where it was first used as a
medicine. By the fifth century A.D., drinking tea had evolved into a social custom. The China tea
plants have narrow leaves and are typically hardy in cold weather. Another type consists of the
large-leaved Indian teas, which likely had a separate origin from those plants in China. Today,
however, both are recognized as Camellia sinensis. In the early 1600s tea was introduced the
England, where it was quickly accepted. In fact, the English developed an elaborate "tea
ceremony," which served to reinforce class distinctions. This tea ceremony was brought into the
North American colonies.

Tea production in South Carolina dates back to the late 1700s and early 1800s when Andre
Michaux planted tea on his Ashley River plantation, apparently as ornamentals, rather than as an
economic venture. The descendants of Michaux's tea plants were still alive as late as the early
1980s. In the mid-1800s there was an attempt to encourage tea production by the U.S. Patent
Office although this effort was even less successful than Michaux's. The work, however, did
succeed to some extent because tea plants were distributed to thousands of Southern plantation
owners and farmers. These tea plants thrived although few were incorporated into a commercial
effort to market tea. The one exception was the 1848 efforts of Junius Smith at Golden Grove Tea
Plantation in Greenville, South Carolina. His leaves were the first to enter the commercial market,
although it is unclear how profitable the venture was. Regardless, Smith's death in 1852 cut short
these efforts.

Curiously, the results of the various experiments were always positive. That is, the tea
plants thrived in the South, producing marketable (and sometime even very fine) tea. For
example, one grower in Georgia claimed to have raised 441 pounds of tea from a single acre and
sold the lot for 50¢ a pound - - about 15 times more than the profit from cotton. Yet each time the
single major stumbling block was labor. Even using slave labor, planters found that they could not
compete with oriental production.

The newly created U.S. Department of Agriculture took up after the Civil War where the
Patent Office had left off only a few years earlier. In 1880 the Commissioner of Agriculture,
William G. LeDuc, visited a site in Summerville, South Carolina, recommended as the location of a
new government experimental facility for tea production. In 1881 Congress appropriated $10,000
to establish an experimental tea farm, and LeDuc was able to negotiate a 20 year lease with the
property owner, William A. Middleton, for $1. The operator of the plantation, John Jackson,
began the process of clearing and planting 40 acres. Three years later only 15 acres had been
cultivated. LeDuc's successor canceled the project as unprofitable and released Jackson in 1883.
The operations at the Summerville tea farm, however, continued until the plantation was closed in
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1887.

Alexius M. Forster's efforts at Friendfield Plantation in Georgetown, South Carolina
during the late 1870s offer another view of tea experimentation. Searching for a replacement for
rice cultivation, Forster spent considerable energy perfecting tea planting, coming remarkably
close to success just prior to his death in 1879. His widow, however, had no faith in tea and
continued in the vain hope of restoring the economic profitability of rice. Eventually she gave up
her struggle and sold the plantation to a northern investor. Forster's tea plants spread so
successfully on his plantation that they became a nuisance and were weeded out in the 1930s.

The government's interest in tea production, however, continued and in 1889 the work in
Summerville was revived, this time under the leadership of Dr. Charles U. Shepard. Shepard
purchased 543 acres of the old Middleton plantation, called Newington, in 1888/1889 and created
the Pinehurst Tea Farm. Additional small tracts increased his holdings to about 600 acres, and he
also purchased the nursery plants previously established by the government. Shepard created an
extensively landscaped holding at Pinehurst, developing a residence, tea factory, drives,
establishing ornamental gardens, and planting fruit trees. The tea plantings including an acre
called the Rose Tea Garden, the South Fraiser tea field, and the Gant field (which was along the
Summerville City Line Canal).

Shepard found that labor continued to be a problem. To solve this problem, he created a
free school for African Americans, at which children were taught traditional reading and writing,
as well as how to pick tea. Students were required to pick tea, earning from 30¢ to 50¢ a day. One
article remarked that offering the school was "an inducement to the better class of negroes to
secure work for their children on the tea plantation, and help of a superior grade comes and stays"
(True 1906:330).

In 1892 the production of dry tea was just under 100 pounds. In 1899 it increased to 3500
pounds, in 1905 over 8000 pounds was produced, and by 1907 production was up to 12,000
pounds. Pinehurst tea was marketed throughout the eastern seaboard and the American tea
received considerable attention. The motto was, "From Bush to Cup, Quality, Purity and
Economy."

It seems likely that the success of Shepard sparked the interest of others in the area,
including the American Tea Growing Company. But the lessons were hard learned. For tea
production to be profitable required cheap, dependable labor; irrigation; and extensive
mechanization. These all required large outlays of capital, an investment prior to any return.
Consequently, few enterprises succeeded.

With Shepard's death in 1915, the tea plantation was quickly abandoned, in spite of its
profit. Shepard's heirs had no interest in tea and found they could make easier money by
subdividing the plantation and selling it as lots for the rapidly expanding town of Summerville. As
late as 1977, tea plants were still found in Summerville's Tea Farm subdivision. A small portion of
Shepard's tea farm found its way to the Thomas J. Lipton Company in the late 1950s. Lipton also
purchased 147 acres on Wadmalaw Island where his company continued to experiment with tea
production. In 1987 when Lipton closed the Wadmalaw site, called the Charleston Tea Farm, the
property was purchased by William Hall and Mack Fleming, founders of the American Classic Tea
Company. Today the plantation is successfully producing the only American-grown tea and selling
it in 22 states.

52



Cultivating and Producing Tea

Grown from seed, a tea plant requires about three years to become established. Typically
the tea plant will not grow well in -hot, humid locations or where there is frost. The plant also
requires around 60 to 80 inches of rainfall, evenly spread throughout the year, although tea will
not tolerate poorly drained soils. The heavy rainfall tends to leach nutrients from the soil, so that
fertilizing is frequently essential. Traditionally tea has been grown in hilly, tropical areas or at
lower elevations in the subtropics. Consequently, well irrigated sandy coastal plain soils are well
suited for tea production.

Tea leaves are produced in "flushes," and by the third year the flush of young leaves and
stem tip or bud are picked. In South Carolina the harvest period lasts from May to October. For
the best quality teas, only the terminal bud and the first two leaves of the young shoot are picked.
For less quality teas, as many as four leaves may be used. The removal of the terminal bud
stimulates new growth, and additional picking is often possible in as few as 10 days (although in
South Carolina the harvests typically occur about 18 days apart). After a number of flushes, the
bush will be pruned back to a manageable size (usually about 3 or 4 feet tall). After about 10 years
the entire plant may be pruned to the ground, allowing sucker shoots to produce new, vigorous
growth.

Black tea requires fermentation, during which the caffeine is liberated from the tannins.
This process typically involves first reducing the moisture content of the leaves by allowing them
to "wither" in a trough. During this process, air is frequently passed over the leaves to prevent
them from spoiling. The leaves are next ground and then spread on a cloth to ferment. The
fermentation process changes the color of the ground leaf from green to coppery orange. Next, the
grated leaves are dried at about 270°F for a short period. This process reduces the moisture of the
leaves and is supposed to seal in the tea juices. It is at this point that the tea turns its characteristic
black color. Finally, the tea granules are separated from the stems prior to packaging.

In contrast, green tea is made from leaves that are not fermented, but only steamed, rolled,
dried, and then packed.

Tea from different producers, different harvests, or different types of plants are
frequently "blended" together before final packaging for the consumer. This process ensures a
consistent product will be marketed and also allows the producer to cater to different local tastes.

Additional Sources

Hamrick, Tom
1971 Looking at the Tea Leaves One Wonders What the Future Holds. Sandlapper

July/ August: 26-32.

McClain, James W.
1983 The Garden That (Almost) Changed the South. Garden July/August:24-27.

True, Rodney H.
1906 Tea Culture in the United States. In Review of Reviews, U.S. Department of

Agriculture, Washington, D.C.
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Getting Lesson Instructional
Started Objectives Approach

A. The student will be introduced to the
cultivation of tea.

Time Needed
• I - 2 hours for tour of Tea Farm

• Two 45-55 minute class
periods (teacher may choose to
expand time spent in class or
tour)

Lesson Materials

Provided by Tea Farm:
• Guided or self-guided tour of Tea Farm

First Session - Exploration
tour ofTea Farm Whole Class

(visiting site
& discussion)

B. The student will be exposed to
the types of labor necessary to
cultivate tea.

• Tea Farm Curricula Plan, including
lesson plans and activity sheets for
teachers to use on site and in
classroom. C. The student will understand how the

heritage and history· of South
Carolina has been affected by the
cultivation of tea.

D. The student will understand how tea
is important in South Carolina's
economy today.

Remaining Class Sessions
conducted by teacher

E. The student will explore how different
types of crops produced in South
Carolina affect (or are affected
by) the economy or environment.

Development
Whole Class
(discussion)

Application
Whole Class
(discussion

&/or

writing project)

~ Circle" Questions
(Questions which help relate the past to the lives of students today)

1. How do you use tea in your home? What could be used to replace tea if it were no longer available?

2. Would tea be grown in your neighborhood? Why or why not?

Chicora Foundation. Inc. Lesson Plan: Economics Arter the Civil War
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Lesson

Procedures
1. The tour of Tea Fann will explain the seasonality and environmental requirements of the tea plants.

2. The tour of Tea Fann will include the various labor aspects of tea production, from sowing and
seedlings to maturation and harvesting.

3. The tour will explain the acreage necessary for tea production and the economic advantages of
cultivating this crop.

4. Encourage students to discuss how freedom from slavery may have caused South Carolina plantations
to change their crops.

5. Encourage students to discuss the importance of tea plantations in South Carolina history.

6. Encourage the students to discuss how tea production in South Carolina today affects the
nation's/state's/community's economy.

6.The teacher will assign students to research the availability/importance of certain crops
in South Carolina. How may new inventions change what types of crops will be grown in the
future?

~C' I" Q fJrceues Ions (contjnued)

3. Has anyone in your family ever worked on a fann? If so, what did they do?

4. How do you think South Carolina would change if more tea were grown?

Chicora Foundation. Inc. Lesson Plan: Economics Arter the Civil War
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Historic Quotes

On the English Method of Making Tea

To make the infusion properly, it is essential that the water, when applied to the
tea, should be boiling hot, and, that it should be so, some water is always poured
into the tea-pot first, to warm it, and thus prevent it from abstracting heat from
the water which is poured upon the tea, and lessening its effect. It is for the same
reason that the water should be cooled as little as possible, that a small quantity is
first poured upon the tea, and more added afterward for the first infusion. It is
well known that the first infusion is the best, containing the chief part of the
aroma, and that the second infusion, by adding some more water, is less agreeable .
. . . Dr. Trusler's method was to make a very strong infusion by pouring boiling
water upon the tea, and let it stand twenty minutes, putting into each cup no more
than is necessary to fill it about one third full; then each cup was filled with hot
water, from an urn or kettle; thus the tea will be always hot and equally strong to
the end; and one tea-spoonful will be found enough for three cups for each person;
whereas, according to the present mode of making it, a much greater quantity is
used (An Encyclopaedia of Domestic Economy, 1847).

A Recipe for Tea Cream

Put one ounce of the best tea in a pitcher, pour on it a table - spoon of water, and
let it stand an hour to soften the leaves; then put to it a quart of boiling cream,
cover it close, and in half an hour strain it; add four teaspoonful of a strong
infusion of rennet [the inner membrane of a cow stomach, used for curdling milk]
in water, stir it and set it on some hot ashes and cover it; when you find, by
cooking a little of it, that it will jelly, pour it into glasses, and garnish with thin
bits of preserved fruit (The Virginia Housewife, 1824).

56



TEA FARM TIME LINE

Study the time line. Then decide in which year each of the events took place.
Write each year in the blank space.

1987

1865 1881 1910 1937 1945 1985

U1
-.l

1. The American Tea Growing Company began at Tea Farm.

___ 2. The American Classic Tea Company began on Wadmalaw Island.

___ 3. The Civil War ends.

___ 4. Charleston County Park & Recreation District purchases Tea Farm.

___ 5. The U.S government begins an experimental tea farm in South Carolina.

___ 6. The Tea Farm area is sold to a timber harvesting company.

___ 7. World War II ends.

Tea Farm Activity Sheet #7



SOUTH CAROLINA CROP PRODUCTION

Study the graph below. Then fill in the blanks to complete each sentence.
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0
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::l 10000en

o
Wheat Corn Oats Soybeans

1. The crop with the smallest production is -----

2 bushels of wheat were grown in South Carolina.._----- ~

3. More was produced than any other crop.

4. 13,860,000 bushels of _____ were grown.

5. More wheat was grown than _

6. More was produced than soybeans.
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ANSWER SHEET

Activity Sheet #1 Activity Sheet #3

WUNLOREFS =SUNFLOWER

CESMANIDU =MUSCADINE

ANUPOY LOHYL =YAUPON HOlLY

KLYBRACERB =BLACKBERRY

HENDIPOMOCU =CHENOPODIUM

1. plantations
2. cotton
3. slaves
4. colona
5. tabby
6. oral
7. freedom
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Activity Sheet # 2
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Activity Sheet #4

1. False
2. True
3. False
4. True
5. True
6. False

Activity Sheet #5

Activity Sheet #6

Activity Sheet #8

1. oats
2. 8,525,000
3. corn
4. soybeans
5~oats

6. corn

Activity Sheet #7

1. 1901
2. 1987
3. 1865
4. 1985
5. 1881
6.1937
7. 1945
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